Keys to the Kingdom…
“I will give you the keys of the kingdom Through the study of
of heaven...” Matt 16:19.
God’s word we can also
find the ‘treasure’ which is hidden
For some time, God has been impressing on in the soil beneath our feet and we also
us, that to lift the rural church leaders (and have to dig for it!
members) out of subsistence farming, we
need to be assisting them not In Genesis 1:11 God commanded the earth
only in training and equipping to be fruitful and He wants us to become the
with skills in how to interpret beneficiaries of this fruitfulness.
the Bible but
also in
agricultural skills, unlocking Why is this important for Veritas in Uganda?
the potential hidden in the Firstly, because Veritas trains Christians in
soil.
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how to find & apply
has
one
of
the principles of
Africa’s most favourable
God’s word to every
climates, rainfalls and
area of life including
farming. Secondly,
soil fertility. However
due to generations of
the majority of our
poor farming methods,
partners and church
traditional
practices
leaders are farmers
and
worldview,
the
and are making a
farmers are unable to
living through farming.
Thirdly, most of the
make ends meet from what their land
produces.
Christians in Uganda, live
in the rural areas, are
In February, Grant Dryden and his team
farmers
and
are
from Farming God’s Way (a Christian
incredible poor.
Fourthly,
Jesus
agricultural training organisation) came
to Uganda for a number of workshops
not only taught &
and our eyes were opened to the
trained but also fed the
incredible potential that God has given to
hungry and was concerned for the
the people on this continent.
wellbeing of the poor.
Since then many of the attendees, including
myself, are implementing, what we have
learnt in the communities we are involved
with.

God has given many principles in His word
regarding the care of His creation and
farming. When applying the methods of
‘Farming God’s Way’ the land releases it’s
potential to bring about more then ten fold
the present yields. It is an inexpensive
method of farming which gives our rural
church leaders and their church members
hope for a future in which their farms not
only sustain them but also generate profit.
We feel a responsibility not to neglect this
area but to help our pastors uncover the full
potential of their land.

Grant demonstrating FGW

"The kingdom of heaven is like treasure
hidden in a field. When a man found it, he
hid it again, and then in his joy went and
sold all he had and bought that field”.
Mt 13:44
Many years ago the Lord used the VCInt
Implementing FGW in Kakunyu
Director and one of our present colleagues
to open our eyes to see the treasure that is
hidden in God’s word. We learnt how to ‘dig’ Our challenge is to see how agricultural
for it as each passage contains a wealth of training can be run alongside the Veritas
wisdom and knowledge from God!
training in the rural communities.

Key Partnerships
“SEE I AM DOING A NEW THING”!
During this last year we have seen a wonderful
development of partners from England, Canada, USA,
and South Africa joining with Veritas to provide
training in different parts of Uganda. Veritas provides
the training whilst our new partners do the
coordination and financing of the training.
As a result we have been able to reach out to many
more leaders who otherwise do not have access to
Bible based leadership training. Also our central team
does not have to provide the training as this is done
through our network of local facilitators.

Westminster Theological College
One of these relationships is with Presbyterian
Westminster Theological College (above) outside
Kampala where we were invited to introduce the
Veritas approach to Bible Interpretation to 60
members of their faculty. Their aim is to integrate
the training into their syllabus and also train
mobile teams to equip upcountry church leaders.
A number of other invitations have been coming
from leaders in and around Kampala. We are now
in the process of recruiting a facilitator for the
greater Kamala region.

Key Facilitators
Another highlight this last year has been the completion of the training of our 16 facilitators
(Trainers of Facilitators) within the Pentecostal Assemblies of God. They have now
completed all 4 modules and are involved in the training of Trainers of Participants Project
within the PAG. Their commitment to the training is paramount in
reaching out to the thousands of local churches within the PAG
network. They in turn have already trained many facilitators who are
involved in equipping other church leaders also in local languages.

Rev Thomas Kajura

Sadly we lost one of our dear friends from this team, Rev Thomas Kajura. He was one of the
facilitators for Langi Speaking people (north) and one of our translators. He underwent a minor
operation during which his heart stopped. He will be greatly missed.
Rev George Omara

At about the same time Rev George Omara, our facilitator & coordinator for Karamoja (north
east) was shot through his lower abdomen in a freak shooting
incident. George completely recovered but one of his students
however was killed in the incident. George is also our key
translator for the Karamoja language.
It does give us a fresh
awareness that our facilitators
are in frontline positions
bringing the much needed skills
of ‘how to handle the word of
God correctly’ to the church
leaders in their area. Our task
to stand with them in prayer as
they seek to do God’s will is not
to be underestimated.

Key Responsibilities within the Veritas Team
In April of 2009 I offered to work with Veritas as a volunteer whilst looking for another job
and was asked to do a stock count of books. My reassurance was that I had come to Veritas
with what I believed to be God’s leading; to help Richard, the National Director, (who also
happens to be my pastor and good friend). I wanted to do this as best as I could even if it
meant stock taking every day for all my time in Veritas. However, it was not too long before I
began to realise that I was being set up. After a couple of weeks in Veritas (and a few more
boxes full of books) Richard began to take our staff through the Bible Interpretation
Training which is at the heart of Veritas. With each lesson I began to realise that I was in
the middle of something bigger and more wonderful than I had initially thought, that Veritas
training is equipping people to interpret the Bible and in doing so helps them know God
better and this makes their relationship with Him richer and more meaningful.
When Richard presented me with the challenge of restructuring Veritas participants registration system, I was sure God
had given me more than I had bargained for. Veritas Uganda needed a system that would allow enough flexibility
(especially in the rural areas where the training has really taken off) to competently collect sufficient information
regarding the trainings and all the participants (past, present and future). We then needed to manage and process the
data proficiently and provide it to the International Office in accordance with their requirements.
Looking back at my time in Veritas, I can see God’s hand in it all. He has proven that He wants me right here; whether it
is just for a season or for a long time is not up to me. I take joy in the knowledge that He is leading me in a very dynamic
way. This reassurance causes me to smile at every challenge and as I would at every success. I have a job with one
benefit that outweighs all other benefits put together; the knowledge that the Lord Himself is my boss, the Universal
(overall) Director of my work place and at my work place, and He is using my experiences here to once again prove
Himself my very capable shepherd and my sweetest friend. DANIEL HAMA: Systems & Training Coordinator
Veritas College invitation came in last year in November at a time
when my life was about to undergo metamorphosis. At the turn of
every ten years of my life I do a reality check, and ask God to shake
me up so that I able to meet His standard. If I do not measure up to
Christ standard then I seek His face to revamp my life. Thus God
brought Veritas College into my life to move me from one level to
another. I am undergoing a re-invention of sorts.
I am a very charismatic person who challenges status quo, inspiring a
vision of what the future holds and enlisting others by appealing to
their values, hopes and dreams. Richard our team leader is
empowering and enabling us to unleash the potential within church
leaders through inspiring, equipping and motivating them to be
productive and fulfilled in their walk with Christ. My responsibility is
in coordinating all translation work of the Veritas Modules and as
such facilitating the provision of much needed leadership training in our church leader’s own languages.
Much more awaits Veritas College Uganda in this Eastern African Region that includes Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania,
Rwanda & Burundi. The church needs us as Veritas College to initiate and be a part of the Church life metamorphism in
this region. AMOS KASULE: Translation Coordinator (with Dorothy and daughters Angel & Stephanie)
I joined Veritas College in January 2007, and it has been an
opportunity for me to serve God. One of the things I do is to prepare
Financial Reports on a monthly basis. This involves preparing and
keeping accurate records. These must have the right dates, correct
figures, payments must be authorized and the recipients of money
must acknowledge in writing that they have received the payments.
The Bible too has got a record of events and their details. For
example 1 Kings Chapter 6 gives the details of how wide and long the
Lord’s temple was, where the cedar and olive wood was used. This
gives us a picture of what the Lord’s temple looked like. Accurate
records are vital when it comes to budgeting, planning, decision
making and performance evaluation.
I am committed to ensuring that we have proper records and that we give full accountability of all the finances we have
received, up to the last coin. ESTHER LULE Office Manager / Financial & Admin (with Francis and their son Victor).

Our
Veritas
Uganda
Team
We enjoyed a
wonderful time
together
last
month during
our
staff
retreat
and
had
the
pleasure
to
have had Rev
David Adams
of
Jubilee
Community
Church Cape Town South Africa as our guest speaker.
Rev Michael Wabwire joined us (standing left). Michael
has been one of our key facilitators in the North East of
Uganda. He has been invited to coordinate all training in
that part of Uganda as our representative.

Another Key
Member
It is a pleasure to
introduce Dr David
Ndawula as a new
member to our local
board. David is our
family physician as
well as a member of
our church.
He has a passion for
helping the poor and
for ministering the
love of Jesus through
medical practice and
through the church
family. David is married to Mboni and has two girls,
Tabitha & Gabriella. Welcome to the Veritas Team!

Praise & Prayer
We have much to be thankful for:
God’s provision to meet the budget 2008/9 especially
during the Global Economic Crisis.
• Provision of Amos Kasule & Daniel Hama to
coordinate all translation work & develop our systems
for registration, data collection and training
coordination.
What we trust the Lord and value your prayers for:
• Successful
preparation
for
implementing
accreditation.
• Favour on fundraising proposals.
• Successful implementation of the training.

•

•

How to run Farming God’s Way alongside Veritas
Training (this is presently a missing key!).

Welcome to the
Shepherd’s Fold
The Church
holds the Keys to the Kingdom
It is now 18 months since the Lord urged us to start the
Shepherd’s Fold at our home. We are now meeting at a
nearby club facility with on average 40 adults and 20
kids. The Lord has gathered a wonderful group of
people and we are privileged to be part of what Father
God is doing.

Family
Rachel 16 and Hannah 14 are working very hard for their
IGCSE’s via an internet home schooling organisation. We
continue to pray for the next step (A-levels) and will be
visiting a Christian boarding school in Kenya shortly.
Please pray as options for A-levels in Uganda are limited.
Caleb 11 has had a year of one on one special need
lessons. He has recently started at an international
primary school which has good facilities to support his
educational challenges.
Sue has been
busy
keeping
everything
running
smoothly as well
as delivering a
number
of
babies for the
Ugandan
and
Expatriate
communities.
She’s decided
to take a break
at least until
the girls have
finished
their
IGCSE’s.

Summer Furlough to Holland & England
We are planning to come to Europe for our break
(July/August) and will need the use of a vehicle in both
countries as well as accommodation. Please contact us if
you can help with this.
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For donations to Veritas College Uganda please contact: ivan@veritascollege.org
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