Annual Newsletter 2010/2011
Malawi ● Zambia
Mission in Word and Deed
Through the drought and famine years of 2002/3 in Malawi, God
began to open our eyes to the suffering which results from a kind
poverty affecting not only the physical but mental and spiritual
conditions of people. This often results in poor stewardship of human and natural resources and becomes a vicious cycle. God used
an incident to cause us to reflect on the ministry to which He called
us just after the worst of the famine was over. Martin visited a local
church where the Veritas Bible training was running and people
had died of hunger. The church was built just a few hundred meters
away from a man-made lake of considerable size (picture right).
Although water was available in abundance, the community had
failed to use it to grow food. We began to dream about mobilising
the local churches to understand and practise mission not in a narrow sense of preaching the gospel with words only but in word and
deed. Jesus modelled a ‘word and deed’ ministry in his preaching,
healing the sick, feeding the crowds and stilling storms. The arrival
of the God’s kingdom made lives whole. Since our early attempts
to help, we have learnt that giving things to people brings little
change and so in the last few years we have attempted to integrate practical training with the biblical training. We hope this annual
report opens a window for you to see some of the good things God has been doing in people’s lives.

Bible Training For Church Leaders And Members
There are many thousands of church leaders and members who want Bible training to equip them to serve their churches better in
Malawi and Zambia. The health of the church is dependant on the spiritual food, the quality of the biblical teaching that people receive. We praise God that the work has resulted in many leaders receiving training that has enabled them to teach the Bible better.
The Veritas team focuses on training pastors and church members as facilitators for the Veritas Bible training. In turn, these facilitators train other leaders and church members to be able to understand, apply and communicate God’s Word and so build up a good
Bible teaching ministry and leadership in local churches in Malawi and Zambia.

Facilitator Training Courses (FTC): 84 Pastors trained to facilitate the Veritas Bible training
47 Pastors in Malawi and 37 in Zambia were trained to facilitate the Veritas Bible training modules in their own churches. The FTC
is suitable for pastors who have prior Bible training. They come to us for two weeks training per module and then train a group of
leaders and members in their own churches. This follows an annual cycle until they have completed all four modules.
Christopher Chamawe, who leads Antioch Assemblies of God in Lusaka says
‘the Veritas Bible courses have had a
very big impact on me. My ministry of
music has been enriched… I had to
change the lyrics of all the songs… today I can stand before people and
preach with confidence’
‘It has helped me to understand the Bible well and preach with understanding… It has enabled me to train others’
Lottie Mbuzi, Moved Ministries Bible
Church, Lusaka
Rev. Fr. Nathan Ngoma says that ‘the
course enabled me to train men’s,
women’s and youth’s fellowship leaders
as well as Sunday school teachers in my
large parish’
Frederick Bwalya Veritas National Coordinator (far left in picture) with a group of fa‘it has helped my ministry to be Bible
cilitators. In August they shared with us how the training has helped them to understand
based’ Pastor Alfred Mwomba, Lusaka
and communicate the Bible better (see box, right).
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Facilitator Apprenticeship Programme: 69 Church members trained to facilitate
the Veritas Bible courses
The facilitator apprenticeship’s goal is to help the very
large parishes in the Church of Central Africa Presbyterian in central Malawi to have qualified church members who can assist the pastors in training other leaders
and members. This programme is making a real difference due to wonderful commitment of many of these
church members in training others. For example, Biriwiri Mwale, a retired agricultural professional, has
trained 7 groups this year and since becoming a facilitator in 2009 he has trained 23 groups!
Mizeke Phiri (left in picture) is from Salima and in his
seventies. He has trained 15 groups since becoming a
facilitator in 2007! Many apprenticeship members are
making a huge difference in their churches because they
use their time freely to help others grow in their faith
and equip them for service.

Local Facilitators Work Hard To Put The 2 Timothy 2:2 Principle Into Practise
And Train Many Others
The following charts show the number of groups and participants in training in local churches for the year ending 31/7/2011. As
participants usually complete one module per year, module numbers are equal to the number of people enrolled.
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many people’s lives. This is remarkable as it is happening in the very poor communities where so often things do not work too well.

Annual Prayer Retreat And Marriage Seminar
The annual prayer retreat and the marriage seminar have become important events
for church members who part of our facilitator apprenticeship programme. About
35 gathered for prayer, fellowship, mutual encouragement at the Malingude Youth
Camp in July. The marriage seminar was attended by 20 couples and a number of
them are now involved in marriage counselling in their own churches.

Introduction Of Accredited Pastoral Qualification
An exiting new venture has been begun in Malawi to offer the Certificate and Diploma in biblical ministry to Bible college students. These qualifications are accredited by the Government of Western Australia and offered through Veritas
College International in partnership with two local Bible colleges, the Nkhoma
Synod’s Theological Institute and International Bible College Berea in Blantyre.
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Rural Livelihood Development And Environmental Care
Training to improve farming and environmental care as a way to better livelihoods and to develop a church based vision for holistic
mission has been the focus of our work in ten Presbyterian congregations (parishes) and their communities.

Conservation Agriculture
God provides soil, water, heat and light, micro-organisms,
vegetation — all of which Malawi has an abundance — to help
us grow plenty of nutritious food. Farmer’s yields are often
very low because of poor use of such resources. Conservation
agriculture is a way to help farmers become better stewards of
these resources, care for the environment and increase yields.
We use training resources from Foundations for Farming
<foundationsforfarming.org> to integrate discipleship with
farming.

Nutrition
Enough food is one thing but eating healthily is another. In Malawi about 50 percent of children are malnourished due to a
poor diet. Our nutrition programme therefore includes nutritional instruction to encourage a balanced diet, the growing of a
variety of crops and fruit and practical food processing, e.g.
drying fruit, cooking, making milk from soya beans etc.

Top right: Conservation agriculture: Minimal tillage peanuts grown by farmer Banda (left),
and Victor Kaimfa, Veritas team member and agricultural trainer (right). Above left and right: Soya beans are processed into nutritious soya
milk. Above right: Julia Etter demonstrating the processing. Inset: Enjoying a cup of soya milk!

Environmental Stewardship, Cooking and Trees
There is an obvious link between trees and cooking in Malawi and
the rest of Sub-Saharan Africa because about ninety percent of the
population cook with firewood. The link between a healthy environment and trees is also obvious but the immediate human needs
often result in raping the natural resources - the deforested hills in
Malawi are illustrative. Humans are part of creation and our destructive habits eventually bite back. Women have to work harder
to collect firewood, in southern Malawi’s forest loss causes annual
floods that destroy livelihoods and on the other hand, smaller
streams quickly dry up after the rains. Furthermore, the groundwater table drops leaving wells dry and river siltation causes problems
for our hydropower stations. From 1972 to 1994 an estimated 54
percent of forest was lost in Malawi. Scripture tells us that all of
creation was made through Christ and for Christ (Col. 1:15-20)! It
belongs to him and it is God’s love gift to Jesus. If we love Christ
who is the Creator of all things, and whose wisdom is on display in
creation (Ps 104:24), it follows that humans who are created to rule
in His image should treat non-human creation with greatest care
and respect!

After receiving training, a participant from Chibanzi constructed her own
stove which saves up to 70 percent of firewood and much time collecting it. It
is also provides a safer environment for children.
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Christ And Creation Conferences
The topics of biblical environmental stewardship, climate change
and food security were the focus of the Christ and Creation conferences that we held in July together with our good friend, Prof. John
Wibberley (RURCON) from the UK. Close to a hundred church
leaders attended the meetings in Ntcheu, Ntchisi and Mchinji.
Apart from interactive and visually well illustrated lectures, the
feature length film ‘Times of Change’ and practical training were
part of the packed programme. While in Lilongwe, John gave a
public lecture on the hot topic of ‘land grabbing’ in Africa by foreign corporations. Prayer and advocacy are called for as there is
ample evidence that the land deals are often unethical and exploitative. John’s paper provides sobering insights into the current situation and an interesting introduction to the theology of land and
agricultural justice. The paper is available on request.

Village Savings And Loans (VSL) Groups
The VSL groups enable group members to save for farm inputs,
children’s school fees etc. and to receive small loans to start microbusinesses. The four groups running in different congregations
have operated well. This micro-finance approach is unique because
the group receives no outside money to make loans because they
come from the group members’ savings. The group is self-selected
and self-run and the members benefit from the small loans authorised and provided by the group. The total amount of money received in savings and interest is returned to group members in proportion to their saving shares after nine months. Then the cycle can
start again.

Hearts and Lives Changed At Kasitu Prayer House, Central Malawi
Three members from Kasitu prayer house (local church), who come from villages west of Lilongwe, share how God has worked in
their lives and used the Veritas training to change their hearts and lives.
Mrs Rose Chimpeni (picture left with husband) says, ‘I have grown spiritually since I
started the Veritas training. I can understand the Bible better and I have learnt to love
my neighbours and my village. I have a good relationship with my husband and we are
happy as a family. We started last year using conservation farming on a small plot of
land. We had very good results, so we have planted up a big plot this year and will
plant soya, maize, ground nuts and beans. I am the chair lady for the Village Savings
and Loans and have found the group a great help financially. I have learnt to budget
and have been able to pay school fees for my children and will buy fertiliser. When we
meet we, share what we know with one another and discuss various issues such as
family relationships. The knowledge we gained from Veritas has also helped my husband and we are passing it on to our children.’ Rose Chimpeni is from Ndaladi village,
married to Alex and has seven children.
Mr Lifeyo Numeri (picture right) says, ‘the
Veritas Bible course module 1 has helped
me spiritually. I didn't understand the Bible
before the training and now I know what it
means and it has changed my life. After attending the training on conservation farming I
tried a small area in my field with very good results, so I have prepared my large field in
the same way this year and plan to grow maize, ground nuts and soya beans. I am also part
of Village Savings and Loans which has been very helpful. It's a good way to save money
and time because I now don't have to travel a long distance to a bank. We enjoy meeting
together as a group and have become friends and our relationships have deepened. We
take time to discuss other matters and ideas such as farming. I feel hopeful about the future because I have seen my life improve spiritually and physically. I am food secure and
am growing as a Christian.’ Mr Numeri comes from Ndaladi village and is married with
seven children.
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Mrs. Mercy Beston says, ‘I was a nominal Christian before I
started the Veritas Bible training. Now I have become a committed Christian. I have been helped with raising goats to sell
and I am using the manure which has improved growing food
in my garden. The Village Savings and Loans has enabled me
to pay for my children's school fees, milling my maize and buying the basic necessities such as soap. We have encouraged
others to join our group because it has been so helpful. I know
with this training I have hope that the quality of my life will
continue to improve and I am so grateful to Veritas.’ Mercy
Beston comes from Khumilnjuchi village, is married with five
children, one is an orphan from her sister.
Picture: Mercy Beston (second from left) cooking a healthy
meal at Ndaladi village after the villagers have learnt to process
soya into milk and use the soya residues to cook a tasty relish.

Financial Report
The following is a pre-audit report and therefore is not a final statement of account:
Veritas College Malawi Income / Expense Statement Year ending 31/7/2011
Income:
Sales of training materials &
course contributions
Donations
Total Income
Expenses:
Cost of training materials sold
Training and Admin. Expenses
Zambia Budget Support
Total Expenses
Deficit at year end 31/7/2011*

MK

(£)

2,380,510
15,109,723
17,490,233

9,960
63,221
73,181

3,540,747
15,650,680
1,353,155
20,544,582
- 3,054,349

14,815
65,484
5,662
85,961
-12,780

A heartfelt ‘Thank you’ to all
who have prayed and practically supported the work.
May the Lord richly bless
you!
With gratitude we acknowledge God’s faithfulness in providing for the work and thank you
who have contributed financially, in prayer and
friendship. May the Lord richly bless you in
your life and relationship with Him.
Many people work behind the scenes. We appreciate the VC staff in Stellenbosch, Perth, the UK
and the Swiss Mission Fellowship staff who
support the work in many practical ways. In
Malawi and Zambia, the training would not happen without the many hard working pastors and
church members who help others get to know
God and His Word better.

*The deficit was carried by the surplus from previous years.
Veritas College Zambia Income / Expense Statement Year ending 31/7/2011
Income:
Sales of training materials &
course contributions

ZMK

(£)

3,970,000

551

Donations

171,899,047

23,875

Total Income
Expenses:

175,869,047

24,426

6,140,000

853

Training and Admin. Expenses

165,543,144

22,992

Total Expenses

171,683,144

23,845

4,185,903

581

Cost of training materials sold

Surplus at year end 31/7/2011

Pray with us that we do His work in His ways
and honour him in all we do. The Lord Jesus is
our Rock on whom we endeavour to build our
lives and ministry by the strength of His Spirit.
Pray that the church in Malawi and Zambia may
become more and more the radiant church for
which Jesus gave his precious life.

The Veritas teams
Zambia and Malawi
Www.veritascollege.org
metter@veritascollege.org
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