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Holistic Mission: Changing Hearts And Lives
The church in Malawi and Zambia has unrestrained opportunity
to reach people with the good
news of Christ. Many people attend church in this part of Africa
and there is a spiritual hunger.
Making conversation about spiritual things with strangers is not
difficult because the African
worldview is inclusive of the
spiritual realm. 'I love Jesus'
bumper stickers are a common sight. Churches are well
attended, yet there is often a disconnect between people's
spirituality and morality and their daily lives. HIV/Aids
continues to devastate communities and families, corrupt
practises permeate society, the environment is raped by
humankind's greed and carelessness, food prices have
sharply risen and the gap between the minority rich and
the vast numbers of the poor is widening. The believer is
called to be the salt and the light to the world in the
midst of such times: to let their good deeds shine so that
people everywhere might be reconciled with God (Mt.
5:13-16). Malawian and Zambian believers need equipping and encouraging with a biblical model for mission
that is holistic. Christ provides the church with such a
model when he quotes from Isaiah 62 at the commencement of his earthly ministry:
The Spirit of the Lord is on me,
because he has anointed me to preach the good news to
the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners
and recovery of sight for the blind,
to release the oppressed,
to proclaim the year of the Lord's favour.
(Lk. 4:18-19)
Jesus says that this OT prophesy is fulfilled in his coming, his ministry authorised and empowered by the Holy
Spirit. Today the church is sent and empowered by the
triune God to proclaim the good news of the kingdom in
word and deed in dependence on the guiding, indwelling, empowering and liberating Spirit of God. His Spirit
gives us hope that transformation is possible. Christ announces that he has come to preach the good news of the
kingdom (Lk. 4.42) to the poor. In emulation of Christ,
his followers must continue the proclamation of God's
rule – a rule characterised by forgiveness and liberation
and wholeness, especially for the poor. Throughout
Scripture, the treatment of the poor and oppressed is of-

ten God's measure of spirituality.
Exploitation and oppression were
part of the reason for Israel's expulsion from their land. Christ announces liberation and hope for the
poor and oppressed, a hope inclusive of the whole person and all of
creation (Col 1:20). Christ proclaims the year of the Lord's favour
and so applies the year of jubilee to
his coming. This OT law provides
for the forgiveness of all debts in Israel, a momentous occasion (Lev. 25) for the poor as they were once again empowered to make a living from their land. The mission of Christ
is the renewal of all things. The church everywhere is challenged to continue Christ's mission to work for holistic transformation, especially for the poor and oppressed.
A recent visit to one of the church groups Veritas is
serving in central Malawi illustrates such transformation. The
participants told us how the Bible training and the microfinance village savings and loans programme has changed
their lives. One participant, Sarah Gonthi, related how she
used to be amongst the poorest in her community, often having to do small jobs for others to support her family. By being part of the group, she has learnt to pray, help others and
no longer has to work as a day labourer because she now able
to manage her money better and grow vegetables to generate
enough income. We rejoice with Sarah for the holistic
changes that Christ has brought in her life.

Ntchisi CCAP Veritas Participants – Sarah Gonthi (centre in bottom row) Victor Kaimfa (left bottom row, Veritas Agricultural and
Community Development Facilitator)
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Church Members Facilitate Lay-Preachers’ Training
One of our partner churches is the Nkhoma synod which covers the central region of Malawi and is part of the Church of
Central Africa Presbyterian (CCAP). In this church, most of the preaching and pastoral care is done by lay preachers and
elders because an ordained pastor often oversees well over twenty churches. Therefore he needs much help to train the large numbers of untrained lay preachers and
leaders who serve the local churches. The Facilitator Apprenticeship Programme
(FAP) was launched in 2004 to meet this need. Since 2008, our team member Rev.
Chrispin Banda has ably supervised FAP and there are now over one hundred active
members who are facilitating lay training in their parishes with great effect.
Rosemary Ziko (right), a retired teacher and mother of five grown-up children, is a
FAP member at Ntchisi CCAP congregation. She is currently facilitating three Veritas
Bible classes and is also an active member of the village savings and loans group
which helps the women who are part of the Bible classes. She says,
'I once was just a church goer with little knowledge of the Word of God. This
changed when I was born again and now I want others to know what I have
gained from knowing God. This is what motivates me to teach God's Word and
because the participants are eager to learn. Moreover, I grow spiritually when I
prepare the lessons and Jesus says that the workers are few, and so I must help.
I enjoy seeing participants grow in their understanding of the Truth and learn to
share it with others. This motivates me to equip others with God's Word. Veritas has also helped us holistically as we have learned to budget, save and use our money productively through the village savings and
loans programme'.
Rosemarie Ziko's testimony is a precious account of God's transforming power and her servant-heart is exemplary in a
context where the practices of development agencies have created an unwillingness in people to volunteer their services
without reward.

Participant Training Report for 1st August 2009 to 31st July 2010
The following charts show the numbers of participants who have taken the Veritas Bible training modules during the period of 1st August 2009 to 31st July 2010. These courses are taught by local pastors and members in their churches. Many
courses were still running at the time of reporting and they are expected to finish during the following year. It is a great
encouragement that so many people have been involved in the Bible training and we appreciate the servant-heart that the
facilitators exemplify to make this possible.
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Total Participant Training in Malawi
All Training
Completed
Groups
Participants
Groups
Participants
151
2505
69
828
59
749
22
190
18
167
6
60
7
53
4
26
235
3474
101
1104

Report for Zambia
Partnering churches in Zambia involve a wide
variety of local churches located in and around Module
Lusaka in central Zambia, the Chirundu area in
1
the South-east and the Kasama area in the north
2
east. Courses are taught in English, Bemba and
3
Chichewa. 726 module units were completed
4
which is 81 per cent more than last year.
Total

Total Participant Training in Zambia
All Training
Completed
Groups
Participants
Groups
Participants
51
677
44
548
13
138
10
99
4
63
4
63
2
17
2
16
70
895
60
726

Report for Malawi
Our three main partner churches are the
Nkhoma Synod (CCAP), the Zambezi Evangelical Church and the Apostolic Faith Mission. A small number of churches from other
denominations are also involved. During this
year 1104 module units were completed which
is 30 per cent more than last year.
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Community Development
The community development training aims to integrate the Bible with the participants’ daily lives. The focus is on
helping participants develop a biblical worldview in regard to the stewardship and management of farm resources and
the environment since most of the participants are rural subsistence farmers. The biblical teaching is followed up by
conservation agriculture for improved food security, tree-planting and fuel saving stoves to care for the environment
and combat the adverse effects of deforestation and climate change. In this regard, our community development facilitator Victor Kaimfa, is working in ten parishes with the Bible groups. He has also trained two pilot Village Savings and
Loans groups, a programme that has proved very helpful to the participants and which we hope to expand.

Conservation maize field

Soil erosion experiement

Village savings and loans group

Veritas College Malawi Income and Expense Statement Year ending 31/7/2010*
Income
Sales of training materials & course
contributions*
Donations
Total Income

MK

(£)

1,676,292.00
12,357,524.00
14,033,816.00

7,446.00
54,890.00
62,336.00

Cost of training materials sold

2,748,422.00

12,208.00

Expenses

8,496,061.00

37,738.00

Surplus at year end 31/7/2010

2,789,333.00

12,390.00

Veritas College Zambia Income and Expense Statement Year ending 31/7/2010*
Income
Sales of Training materials & course contributions
Donations
Total Income

ZMK

Cost of Training materials sold
Expenses
Deficit at year end 31/7/2010

-

(£)

2,340,000.00
152,512,998.00
154,852,998.00

312.42
20,362.22
20,674.63

5,037,665.00

672.59

151,354,639.00

20,207.56

1,539,306.00

-

205.51

We wish to thank our Lord Jesus Christ for his gracious provision for the work during the year. Heartfelt thanks go to
everyone who has supported the work in Malawi and Zambia in prayer, finance and other practical ways. Your contribution has not gone unnoticed by our heavenly Father and we pray that his grace and peace will be with you as you
share with us in the privilege of serving God and his redemptive work in the world.
(*A brief financial report is provided here. A more detailed audited report is available to anyone interested.)
(** Training materials are subsidised but not free of charge for participants in order to counter waste and the dependency mentality
often fostered by international aid.)
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Veritas College Malawi and Zambia team members and spouses
Back row, from left to right: Jabes Zulu, Frederick Bwalya, Benson Nkhata, Henry Chikafa, Jorex Kamtokoma, Nehemiah Kanzanthu, Victor Kaimfa, Chrispin Banda, Martin Etter
Front row, from left to right: Elida Zulu, Jane Bwalya, Johanna Chikafa, Felia Kamtokoma, Patricia Phiri, Enes Kanzanthu, Kitness Banda, Julia Etter

